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LEO T. CROWLEY, chairman of FDIC and ‘of Standard Gas:& Electric Co.. 
who believes that an open-minded attitude on the part of the government. 
@ well as much common-sense interpretation, will bé necessary to make 
the public utility act useful to the public, the industry and the investor 





JOU pay two prices for every piece of 

equipment you buy. First, what you pay 
for it to put it 1n service. Second, what you spend 
on it to keep it there — maintenance costs 
during the life of the equipment and, possibly, 
loss of revenue and good will resulting from 


outages. 


There are, of course, many factors that hold 
down the second price. But there is one factor 
that stands out clearly, and that is the quality 
built into the original equipment. A little better 
design, slightly better methods of manufacture, 
including the testing of materials and thorough 


inspection step by step —all at a little Aigher 
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How Much Does Quality ie 


first cost —- may result in a /arge decrease in the 
money you spend to keep the equipment in 
service. 

You know that quality 1s, and always has 
been, the one best assurance of keeping main- 
tenance costs down. Then there is every reason 
for you to check, point for point, the quality 
of the equipment you buy. Look for perfection 
of detail —in design, in materials, and in work- 
manship. It is the difference between long equip 
ment life and premature failure. It is the real 
reducer of your operating costs. In your busi 
ness and in ours, it’s not “how much does qualit) 


cost?’’—it’s “how much does quality save! 
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Counsels “Give and Take” 
Procedure on Utility Act 


Leo T. Crowley says SEC will be sympathetic to any concrete plans 
broached to solve difficult “death sentence” problems— 
Believes act is on statute books to stay 


Many a utility executive has been 
counselled to sit down with govern- 
ment agency chiefs and talk over the 
differences between government and 
business points of view and work out 
a solution. Foremost topic, and big- 
gest headache, Section 11 of the hold- 
ing company act—the “death sentence.” 
Net result since it was signed by 
President Roosevelt in August, 1935, 
is some progress, but the big systems 
are still worrying with the problem; 
know that compliance means drastic 
shrinkage of their empire. 

A chance to see how well this 
“sitting-down” process works is soon 
to unfold itself. Leo T. Crowley, FDIC 
chairman since February 15, 1934, and 
Standard Gas & Electric Co. chairman 
since December 8, 1939, will put this 
process to an acid test when he 
threshes out with SEC the complica- 
tions of his utility system to meet 
Section 11 requirements. 


Crowley Evolves Plans 


A staunch New Dealer, who has 
accomplished a great deal with the 
banking fraternity, Mr. Crowley will 
soon be on the other side of the 
table as a utility man when he relin- 
quishes his FDIC -post. So far he 
has evolved several plans which will 
lead to simplification of the Standard 
Gas & Electric system. 
Last week in Milwaukee, 
frst “full dress” speech as a utility 
operator, Mr, Crowley told the Wis- 
consin Utilities Association his views 
on the utility question. Many an eye- 


in his 


brow was raised and many more 
will lift when the wheels of SEC are 
greased with this philosophy of “give 
and take.” 

Mr. Crowley believes that the util- 
ity act is on the statute books to stay 
and the sooner the industry makes 
“honest” attempts to comply the bet- 
ter. Then, if it is found the law won’t 
work, SEC will be sympathetic to 
changes. He thinks that shrinkage in 
size of holding companies, by doing 
away with intermediates, getting rid 
of odds and ends, and putting finances 
on a sound basis, would be to the 
advantage of the industry, customer 
and investor. 


Sees Good in Act 


“TI believe,” says Mr. Crowley, “that 
the integration provisions of Section 
11 of the act will have to be admin- 
istered with a fine sense of reason, 
balance and timing, and with the 
knowledge that the act is designed to 
prevent abuses in the future and to 
close avenues of abuse—not to turn 
back the pages of history . . . I con- 
sider it especially important that the 
readjustment of properties among sys- 
tems and any other disposal of prop- 
erties be accomplished gradually and 
without any appearance of confiscation 
or sheriff's sale. 

“T believe that encouragement of 
the management of operating com- 
panies by employee-directors is wrong 
in principle. Voting control of sub- 
sidiary companies by holding com- 


panies is admittedly wrong where 
the parent companies’ financial con- 
trol is largely fictitious . . . I recog- 
nize that service and management re- 
lationships in the past were frequently 
sources of serious abuse. But I cannot 
admit that all such relationships should 
be barred. Properly constituted and 
properly supervised, service companies 
can contribute much to the economy 
and efficiency of operating manage- 
ment.” 


Fundamental Facts 


With respect to all legislation, Mr. 
Crowley says, there are a few funda- 
mental facts that often are forgot- 
ten by the government and the gov- 
erned alike. “Those charged with 
administration of legislation have as 
their sole responsibility to see that 
the law is carried out. Their preroga- 
tives include no authority to add to or 
subtract from the scope of legislation, 
no room for the arbitrary application 
of their pet theories. Similarly, the 
executives of corporations have no 
right to defy laws that happen to 
conflict with their personal views. Their 
only proper course is co-operation with 
administrative authorities in the pub- 
lic interest, relying upon due process 
of law for the adjustment of griev- 
ances.” 

Mr. Crowley feels that any system 
which actually sets forth upon a con- 
crete program, outlined step by step 
in good faith, will find the SEC sym- 
pathetic to giving reasonable time to 
comply with the utility act. Failure to 
adopt an affirmative stand, Mr. Crowley 
believes, not only puts the utilities in 
the indefensible position of ignoring 
the law, but also may irritate those 
who must administer the law into 
drastic action. If the utilities ever 
expect to obtain a real hearing for 
needed changes in the law, Mr. Crow- 
ley says, they must first establish a 
record of performance toward meet- 
ing the provisions of the act. 
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SALES CONFERENCE—Seen at the meeting in Atlanta last week were (Il. to r.) E. N. Pope, Carolina Power & Light Co.: J. M. 
Robertson, Florida Power Corp.; J. H. Keele, Florida Power & Light Co.; Charles A. Collier, Georgia Power Co.; W. B. Shenk, 
Virginia Public Service Co., and W. A. Tadlock, Georgia Power Co. 


More Selective Selling 
Seen Sales Plan Needs 


Southeastern utility executives discuss sales programs at meeting in 
Atlanta — New markets seen opened in commercial field — 
Power capacity ample to meet demands 


Forecast and review marked speeches 
by executives of the southeastern 
utility companies delivered before more 
than 300 members attending the gen- 
eral sales conference of the Southeastern 
Electric Exchange last week in Atlanta, 
Ga., under the chairmanship of R. B. 
Roberts, Jr., general sales manager 
Florida Power & Light Co. Day and 
night sessions were held by committees 
representing residential, rural, com- 
mercial, industrial and sales promotion 
and advertising activities and a joint 
session was held with the Atlanta chap- 
ter of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society. 


Formula for Future 


A formula for the future was pre- 
sented in personal opinions offered ex- 
temporaneously by A. W. Higgins, 
president of the exchange and of 
Florida Public Service and Florida 
Power Corp. The American people are 
fair and our “government” is composed 
of people, he reminded his hearers. 
Means for assuring better service and 
more effective co-operation must be de- 
veloped by the utility industry, Mr. 
Higgins said. For the coming year he 
compared the operating company to 
a ship, setting its sails to the direction 
of the prevailing winds, with lines taut 
and decks clear for effective action and 
a crew of skilled workers, and pointed 
in all weather toward the goal of greater 
service to the public. 

The excess of reserve installed ca- 
pacity over the peak loads in the in- 
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dustrial areas of the nation averages 
well over 40 per cent ready for imme- 
diate use in National defense, declared 
Rex I. Brown, president Mississippi 
Power & Light. The present widespread 
integration and interconnection of huge 
electric power pools has given the na- 
tion an invaluable power transmission 
grid system, Mr. Brown stated. Created 
by private enterprise with funds sup- 
plied by thousands of American citi- 
zens, this grid system, protecting every 
important load center in the country, 
has been made possible, Mr. Brown 
showed, by the common ownership 
brought about by the resourcefulness 
of holding company management. 


Unswerving Attention 


Let us not swerve from the consum- 
ing desire of the past decade, said 
Charles A. Collier, vice-president 
Georgia Power, to make our business 
necessary and desirable and essential 
to, as well as preferred by, the people 
of America. If we are to maintain our 
businesses in the position of being able 
to secure new capital in the year ahead, 
then, said Mr. Collier, we must direct 
our properties and the efforts of our 
people now, more than ever, along lines 
aiding the customer’s welfare. 

The cash positions and requirements 
of the companies will make it impera- 
tive, said Charles A. Eastman, operating 
sponsor, Ebasco Services, Inc., for sales 
people to measure all new business 
efforts against a gauge showing the 
effect upon net revenues. 


More selective selling is needed he 
said, unprofitable investments must be 
minimized, operating become more 
efficient, cash conserved. Peak loads 
must be staggered, Mr. Eastman 
averred, hours of use extended, and 
interconnections and reserves drawn 
upon more than in the past. 

New markets and new opportunities 
for utility companies have been opened 
up, Roy A. Palmer, merchandise mana- 
ger, Duke Power, told the commercial 
load-building committee. Fluorescent is 
a distinct step forward, he said, and 
the paramount test is, as always, is it 
good for our customers. Three times 
as much light for the same amount of 
money will be provided through fluo- 
rescent, starvation levels of lighting 
can be cured, and utility promotion of 
fluorescent will overcome revenue re 
ductions, it was pointed out by the 
speaker. 


Power for Defense 


The national defense program took 
first place in the discussions of the 
industrial power committee, C. N. 
Rackliffe, Carolina Power & Light, pre- 
siding. Studies are to be made toward 
preparing more consistent presentations 
for co-operation with the various gov- 
ernmental agencies when defense facili- 
ties are to be constructed. One com- 
pany reported it had written the Army 
that it would be glad to supply any 
facilities at government expense an 
the letter accepting this arrangement 
will form the basis of future adjust 
ments, should the need arise. 

It costs only $17.35 per month to 
live in a modest, modern electric home, 
compared to $17.48 for the convention 
home, C. M. Snyder, manager General 
Electric’s appliance and merchandise 
divisions, demonstrated in a new break- 
down display board, and at the LES. 
joint session the principal address was 
by S. G. Hibben, director of applied 
lighting, Westinghouse Lamp Co. 
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ATLANTA GATHERING—At the Southeastern Electric Exchange 
Power & Light Co.: Curtis W. Lehner, Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co.; Fay Pearce and O. M. Jackson of Georgia 
Power Co., and Rex I. Brown, president of Mississippi Power & Light Co. 





conference last week were seen (l. to r.) R. B. Roberts, Florida 





Ask Utility Service 
Instead of Co-op’s 


Claims of poor service and high rates 
from a public electric co-operative were 
cited by three residents of Williamson 
County, who were among a group which 
recently petitioned the Tennessee Utili- 
ties Commission to request a private 
power company to serve them. 

The petition, which Commission Sec- 
retary George Anderson described as 
the first of its kind on record in the 
state, was filed by T. F. Lance and 
signed by 24 other residents of the 
county. It maintained that service re- 
ceived from the Middle Tennessee Elec- 
tric Membership Corp. was “unsatisfac- 
tory” and that the rates of the co-oper- 
ative were higher than those of the 
Franklin Power & Light Co., from which 
they are seeking energy. 

Signers, according to the petition, had 
appealed to the power company for 
service, but had been advised that it 
had an agreement with the co-operative 
“whereby neither of said corporations 
would service customers now being 
served by the other corporation.” The 
petitioners declared that if such a con- 
tract exists “it is contrary to public 
policy and not to the best interest and 
for the benefit of the public in general.” 


Grants Time Extension 
for Project Completion 


Acting upon an application filed by 
Greenwood County, South Carolina, the 
Federal Power Commission has further 
Postponed to December 31, 1940, the 
time for completion of the construction 
of the project works of the power 
Project at Buzzard’s Roost on the 
Saluda River in South Carolina. In its 
application the county requested an ex- 
tension because of unforseen delays in 
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acquiring equipment and materials es- 
sential to completion of the project as 
specified in the license. 

The project, which supplies electric 
energy for the towns of Greenwood, 
Laurens and Newberry, S. C., and for 
rural electrification purposes, is practi- 
cally completed from a_ construction 
standpoint. Certain details of construc- 
tion and plans for complete operation 
have not yet been approved. 


Texas Power & Light 
to Serve Army Camps 


Power resources of Texas Power & 
Light Co., including purchases of elec- 
tric energy under contract, are sufficient 
to meet any reasonable demands that 
may develop in the immediate future for 
national defense purposes and acceler- 
ated industrial activities in the terri- 
tory served, according to J. W. Carpen- 
ter, president, in a letter to stockholders. 

Mr. Carpenter said that the company 
has contracted to furnish electric serv- 
ice to the new army training camp now 
under construction at Brownwood. The 
company is also prepared to meet re- 
quirements of the aviation training field 
which is to be established near Brown- 
wood. 

The company is now using gas to fire 
the two boilers at the Trinidad plant in 
order to conserve the supply of lignite 
available at Malakoff. 


Edison and Union Sign 


The Brotherhood of Consolidated 
Edison Employees and the Consolidated 
Edison Co. of New York, Inc., jointly 
announced that they had signed three- 
year contracts covering some 30,000 
employees in New York City and West- 
chester. The company and. its affiliates 
and the brotherhood, an independent 


1940 


union, agree that there shall be “no 
lockout by the employers and no strike 
stoppage or retarding of work by the 
employees during or because of any 
labor dispute, grievance or controversy” 
during the life of the contracts, run- 
ning until November 1, 1943. 


Dallas Power & Light 
to Build 60-Kv. Loop 


In order to provide facilities to as- 
sure the continuance of adequate elec- 
tric service in the rapidly growing sec- 
tions of North Dallas and the adjoining 
cities of Highland Park and University 
Park, Dallas Power & Light Co. is pro- 
ceeding with the construction of a 
60,000-volt transmission line around the 
south and east sides of the city to a 
new 60,000-volt substation on Greenville 
Avenue northeast of Dallas, according 
to G. L. MacGregor, vice-president. 

Mr. MacGregor said that these new 
facilities will provide for the growing 
requirements of customers served from 
the present distribution system in this 
section of the company’s territory. 


Will Rebuild Hydro Unit 


East Tennessee Light & Power Co., 
Bristol, Tenn., has closed bids recently 
for the rebuilding of its hydro-electric 
generating station at Wilbur, Tenn., 
damaged by flood a number of months 
ago, and will proceed with work at 
early date. New station building will 
be 35 x 80 ft., reinforced concrete, with 
installation to include hydraulic-turbine 
unit, now being rebuilt; electric con- 
trol apparatus and auxiliary equipment. 
An award for new governor equipment 
has been made to the Woodward Gov- 
ernor Co., Rockford, Ill. Contracts for 
other equipment are being placed. 
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Pacific Gas & Electric 
Completing Three Plants 


Construction expenditures this year will total $26,000,080 — Three 
50,000-kva. stations are near oil refineries — Colgate tunnel 
now 75 per cent completed 


Expenditures of Pacific Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. this year will total approxi- 
mately $26,000,000 for expanding and 
improving its electric facilities, accord- 
ing to James B. Black, president. This 
is an increase of approximately $2,- 
000,000 over expenditures for the same 
purpose in 1939. 

Many of the items in this year’s 
budget are a continuation of projects 
laid down in previous years, Mr. Black 
said. Much of the new construction put 
under way in 1940 is necessary to pro- 
vide adequate service for the large 
expansion of industrial activities now 
going on in northern and central Cali- 
fornia. 


Three New Stations 


Major activities in the electric gen- 
eration field center around the three 
50,000-kva., high-pressure, high-temper- 
ature steam plants at Avon, Martinez 
and Oleum. These plants are situated 
in Contra Costa County, .in the vicinity 
of San Pablo and Suisun bays, and 
are adjacent to the oil refining indus- 
try in that area. The Avon plant is 
practically ready for operation and is 
expected to be put into service shortly. 
The Martinez plant is scheduled for 
completion before the close of the year, 
while the Oleum plant will be com- 
pleted in 1941. This year’s expenditures 
on these three plants will reach $9,- 
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000,000, with their total cost of 
$15,000,000. 

Reconstruction and modernization of 
three small hydro-electric plants 
started in 1939 have been completed. 
These plants are Phoenix in Tuolumne 
County, Potter Valley in Mendocino 
County and Junction City in Trinity 
County. Their share of the 1940 budget 
allowance was $200,000. 

While the increased capacity of the 
new generating units installed in these 
small plants is not much in excess of 
the former capacity, there will be a 
much higher efficiency of plant opera- 
tion. The new equipment, coupled with 
automatic or semi-automatic operation, 
will provide greater reliability and flex- 
ibility of plant performance. 

In 1939 boring operations for a new 
tunnel 4.5 miles long was begun at the 
Colgate hydro-electric plant in Yuba 
County. This work has cost $1,400,000 
this year and is about 75 per cent 
completed. 

The new tunnel for Colgate will re- 
place 7.5 miles of old timber flume. It 
will contribute materially to operating 
economy and efficiency by eliminating 
water wastage and constant mainte- 
nance expense. 

Minor improvements on the generat- 
ing equipment for the entire electric 
system will account for an additional 
$500,000 over the twelve-month period. 
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STEEL TOWER at the Contra Costa-Mocho 
Junction of the 220-kv. line of Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. 


The largest single-item of construc- 
tion on the company’s transmission sys- 
tem has been a 110-kv. twin circuit 
tower line extending from the Avon 
and Martinez steam plants 65.5 miles 
to Newark substation, at the head of 
San Francisco Bay. Estimated cost of 
this work is $1,200,000, of which $600, 
000 will be spent in 1940. The line is 
practically completed. Related build: 
ing activities at Contra Costa and New- 
ark substations will cost approximately 
$225,000. 

From Oleum steam plant to the 
Claremont-Newark line another 110-kv. 
tower line is to be built at a cost of 





NEW PLANT—Martinez steam plant of Pacific Gas & Electric Co. in Contra Costa County, which is scheduled for completion 
before the end of the year. It has a 50,000-kva. General Electric high-pressure, high-temperature unit. This is one of three 
such plants being built near oil refineries, Avon is about ready, Oleum scheduled for 1941 
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$180,000. Work on this line will be 
started in the near future. 

A number of 60-kv. transmission 
items, spread over the entire system. 
are either presently under construc- 
tion or are to be started before the 
year’s close. They include a second cir- 
cuit for the Salinas-Del Monte line; 
rerouting of the Herdlyn-Newark line 
and additions to it; rerouting and re- 
building of lines in the vicinity of 
Moffett Field, near San Jose; work in 
the vicinity of Chico; the installing of 
a second circuit between Cordelia and 
Hamilton Field, and the rerouting of 
the Kennett-Delta line on account of 
the building of Shasta Dam. These 
items will cost approximately $700,000. 

A number of other miscellaneous 
transmission jobs in 1940 will cost be- 
tween $400,000 and $500,000. 

Pacific Gas & Electric is spending 
approximately $1,700,000 on its dis- 
tribution system this year and approxi- 
mately $1,000,000 on extension of rural 
lines. 


EHFA Closes Appliance 
Contracts with Co-ops 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts have been 
closed with the Forsyth County Electric 
Membership Corp., Cumming, Ga.; the 
Santee Electric Co-operative, Inc., 
Kingstree, S. C.; Butler Rural Electric 
Co-operative, Inc., Hamilton, Ohio; 
Appalachian Electric Co-operative, Jer- 
ferson City, Tenn., and the Holston 
Electric Co-operative, Rogersville, Tenn. 
Contracts provide for co-operation in 
financing the sale of electric appliances. 

Announcement was also made that 
EHFA had closed a contract with the 
Southern Gas & Electric Corp., Braden- 
ton, Fla., providing for co-operation in 
financing the sale of gas appliances. 
Bull Run Power Co., Manassas, Va., 
has also closed a contract providing for 
co-operation in financing the wiring or 
re-wiring of existing homes and farms. 





Present Case Histories 
at Adequate Wiring Meet 


Five plans discussed at first national conference in Chicago — See 
wiring promotion gaining public appeal and leading to 
greater power use by customers 


Case histories of five successful 
plans for the promotion of adequate 
wiring were presented at the first Na- 
tional Adequate Wiring Conference in 
Chicago last week, sponsored jointly 
by ‘the National Bureau and _ the 
International Association of Elec- 
trical Leagues. 

Each of the five plans—Minnesota, 
Chattanooga, Inland Empire, Wiscon- 
sin and West Penn—was selected as 
an example of a well-rounded program 
that is getting results and each was 
characterized by some special approach 
to the home wiring problem in a de- 
tailed analysis by the local industry 
leader directing the activity. All pres- 
entations were amplified by reference 
to charts and displays of special 
materials, 


Certifies 60 Homes 


W. A. Ritt, secretary-manager of the 
N.C.A.E.1., presented the Minnesota 
plan and emphasized the fact that 
this more than statewide promotion 
was one centering around the elec- 
trical contractor as the key man. He 
said the effective direct mail cam- 
paign for the contractor and the pro- 
cedure for rendering an effective in- 
spection and_ certification service 
cleared through the headquarters 
office in Minneapolis. In the beginning, 
he. said, it was select the prospect first; 
now, it is found that half of the 
people are calling on the contractor 
after receiving the second letter in the 
campaign. The program will certify 
about 60 homes up to 1941, although 
wiring has been materially increased 
in approximately 600 others. 


C. B. Osborne, manager of sales 
department of the Electric Power 
Board, characterized the Chattanooga 
plan as one of intensified local in- 
dustry effort. It is one in which a 
closely co-operating local industry 
group effectively ties in wiring with 
other promotions. So far the local 
league has certified 109 homes, with 
220 more nearly meeting the certifi- 
cation standard. 

Another plan which has a special! 
type of contractor tie-in was analyzed 
by Homer C. Bender, Washington 
Water Power Co. and secretary of the 
Spokane A. W. Bureau. He reported 
120 certification jobs completed and 
a total of 267 A.W. plans prepared. 
Beginning next year, he said, commer- 
cial rewiring promotion will be 
stressed in Spokane. 


Public Sales Appeal 


That adequate wiring has definite 
sales appeal for the public was brought 
out in an illustrated talk by L. A. 
Falk, supervisor, dealer co-operation, 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co. 

The West Penn plan, which ex- 
emplifies a remarkably high degree of 
organization for an over-all promo- 
tion on certified wiring, was analyzed 
by C. M. Fife, manager, electrical 
home bureau, West Penn Power Co. 
“Our company promotes adequate 
wiring,” 


he said, “because adequacy 
makes it easy for the customer to 
buy all the electric service he wants. 
While not a direct load builder, ade- 
quate wiring leads to greater use.” 
Inadequacy of wiring, Mr. Fife de- 
clared, retards the sale of electrical 





ADEQUATE WIRING CONFERENCE—Approximately 100 industry representatives attended the meeting last week in Chicago. Left 
is the quiz group composed of the five speakers and Chairman A. H. Kessler—l. to r. W. A. Ritt, C. B. Osborne, Mr. Kessler, 


Homer C. Bender, L. A. Falk and C. M. Fife. 
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Right is view of the general conference with Mr. Kessler on the rostrum 


(1549) 7 








equipment and consumption. Red Seal 
certifications have grown from 44 in 
1929 to 1,090 in 1939 and an esti- 
mated 1,400 this year. 

John B. Watkins, Commonwealth 
Edison Co., said that an effective ap- 
proach to the residential rewiring 
problem is based on the sale of addi- 
tional convenience outlets, availabil- 
ity of deferred payment terms, sub- 
letting of all work to electrical con- 
tractors and a co-ordinated refixtur- 
ing activity. Studies have determined 
that the average increase per outlet 
is about 35 kw.-hr. a year, probably 
coming from new lamps and appli- 
ances purchased. 

G. W. Barker, manager of the 
North California Electrical Bureau, 
said that the San Francisco office 
building rewiring activity in fifteen 
months resulted in $448,700 worth of 
plus business for the electrical indus- 
try. Additional jobs pending total 
about $154,000. 

O. C. Small, secretary of the Na- 
tional Bureau, opened the wiring con- 
ference with a brief address of wel- 
come. 

. 


Utility Taken Over 
by West Memphis 


Mayor William H. Hundhausen of 
West Memphis, Ark., was authorized 
by the City Council at a special session 
held recently to contract with the West 
Memphis Power & Water Co. for the 
purchase of the company’s electrical 
and water distribution properties at 
West Memphis. 

Council voted unanimously to accept 
a proposal of the utility for the pur- 
chase of all physical properties, with 
the exception of merchandise and office 
equipment, for $210,000. 

As a result of the agreement on the 
purchase figure, a question which has 
been in litigation and the basis of liti- 
gation for more than four years, it was 
further agreed by the two parties that 
all pending lawsuits would be dismissed 
as soon as possible. Both parties now 
have suits, naming the other as de- 
fendant in United States District and 
Crittenden Chancery Courts. 


Open Records to Trustees 


Federal Power Commission has en- 
tered an order making available to the 
trustees of Associated Gas & Electric 
Co. and Associated Gas & Electric Corp. 
all working papers, exhibits and the 
records incident to the commission’s 
comprehensive investigation of six 
Pennsylvania subsidiaries of the Asso- 
ciated system. 
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NEWS BRIEFS 





A GUARD SERVICE to protect its 1,000- 
mile transmission system and more than 
20 power substations from possible 
sabotage and other damage has been 
established by the Bonneville-Grand 
Coulee Power Administration. 


A SHORT-CIRCUIT in the underground 
cables of the Chattanooga (Tenn.) Elec- 
tric Power board recently blew off man- 
hole covers and resulted in an under- 
ground fire that blazed more than an 
hour and put elevators in downtown 
office buildings out of commission more 
than two hours. Dense clouds of black 
smoke billowing out of the manholes, 
accompanied by minor explosions, threw 
a scare in the crowd of several thou- 
sand spectators. It was Chattanooga’s 
first experience. New cables are to be 
installed. 


PENNSYLVANIA’S SUPERHIGHWAY, be- 
tween Pittsburgh and Harrisburg, will 
have an electric power bill of about 
$100,000 a year, mostly for lighting the 
7 miles of tunnels. The turnpike will 
not be lighted at night, a series of glass 
reflector buttons lining the highway on 
both sides. 


THE $60,000,000 FLoop-coNnTROL and 
power dam, with 250,000 kw. capacity, 
at Wolf Creek on the Cumberland River 
near Jamestown, Ky., appears headed 
for construction now that Major O. E. 
Walsh, U. S. district engineer, has com- 
pleted his definite project report. It was 
authorized in the 1938 Flood Control 
Act. 


Harry Rew, former vice-president of 
N.E.L.A., former president of National 
Electric Power Co., National Public 
Service Co., and New York State Elec- 
tric & Gas Corp., and most recently con- 
nected with Associated Gas’ Utility 
Management Corp., has organized Harry 
Reid & Co., Inc., with offices in In- 
dianapolis to perform management, en- 
gineering and other services for public 
utilities. 


NEW WATER-POWER INSTALLATIONS in 
Canada during 1940 will develop more 
than 325,000 hp. This bill bring Cana- 
dian hydro development to more than 
8,600,000 hp. by the end of the year. 


IN RECOGNITION of his having com- 
pleted forty years’ service with Public 


Service Electric & Gas Co., Newar § 


N. J., and predecessor companies, 
Charles W. Riseley, division commer- 
cial manager, Hudson division, was 
recently given an engrossed testimonial 
by Walter S. Meany, commercial man- 
ager, Jersey City, on behalf of the em- 
ployees in the division. The presentation, 
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in Mr. Riseley’s office, was attended 
by the commercial managers and other 
commercial department officials in the 
division. 

s 


Utilities in Canada 
Pay Heavy War Tax 


While privately owned electric utili- 
ties in Canada are contributing heavily 
in taxes to the prosecution of the war 
the feeling is growing that the same 
taxes should be paid by the publicly- 
owned enterprises. 

John S. Norris, president of Mont- 
real Light, Heat & Power Consolidated, 
in a letter to stockholders, states that 
“like all patriotic Canadians your com- 
pany cheerfully bears its share of the 
financial costs of the war. It is hearten- 
ing to find a like spirit of willingness 
to contribute to war costs so general 
throughout the country. Even in com- 
munities where are operated publicly 
owned utilities—which, being exempt 
from federal taxes, are escaping any 
share of war costs—the question is be- 
ing asked in the press and periodicals 
why any prosperous business enterprise 
should be allowed to escape war taxes, 
when every one else is expected to 
contribute.” 

It was pointed out that if the Toronto 
Hydro was taxed by the federal gov- 
ernment on its earnings on the same 
basis as privately owned utilities oper- 
ating in the same city, it would have 
contributed from its 1938 earnings 
nearly $500,000 toward war costs. 


Court Upsets NLRB Order 
on Virginia Utility Union 


The U. S. Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals has set aside a National Labor 
Relations Board order for disestablish- 
ment of the Independent Employees’ 
Association of Virginia Electric & Power 
Co. as a bargaining agency. 

A unanimous opinion of the three 
judges, delivered in Baltimore last 
week, upheld the independent union’s 
and company’s appeal and reversed the 
findings of the labor board. The court 
held there was not enough evidence. to 
show that the company had interfered 
with, restrained and coerced the em- 
ployees in the exercjse of their rights 
as the NLRB had charged. 
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Issues First Certificate 


The ‘recently organized Jacksonville, 
Fla., certification group has issued its 
first adequate wiring certificate and is 
promoting the program in radio broad- 
casts and local promotion. 
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Approve 1941 Budget 
of Wisconsin Utility 
Directors Vote $478,000 


Building Plans and 3% 
Bonus to Workers 


Directors of Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp. have approved a construction 
budget for 1941 of $4,478,000, the larg- 
est in the corporation’s history, J. P. 
Pulliam, president, declared. 

Much of the contemplated expendi- 
ture has been occasioned by the na- 
tional defense program, Mr. Pulliam 
said. The budget includes contemplated 
expenditures of $2,640,000 for an ad- 
dition to the Bayside steam-generating 
plant at Green Bay, $100,000 for an in- 
terconnection with the electric system 
of Wisconsin-Michigan Power Co., 
$387,000 for additional urban and rural 
electric service extensions, $245,000 for 
other electric transmission and substa- 
tion additions, $120,000 for additions 
for an additional transmission line be- 
tween Green Bay and Manitowac and 
$105,000 for a new office building at 
Wausau. 

Mr. Pulliam said that directors also 
had approved payment to employees of 
a Christmas bonus, based upon 3 per 
cent of their annual earnings, with a 
maximum of $75 per employee. 


Utility Industry Ready 
to Meet Power Loads 


“The electrical industry is one of the 
few industries that is ready to meet 
the demands for national defense,” 
Richard E. Krafve, general sales mana- 
ger of the Superior Water, Light & 
Power Co., told utility men at the meet- 
ing of the electric section of the 
Wisconsin Utility Association last week 
in Milwaukee. 

“For the past two months attention 
has been called to the bottlenecks of 
industry which are holding up national 
defense preparations,” he declared, 
“but little credit has been given to the 
electrical industry for its foresight in 
having now available ample capacity 
for both normal needs and defense 
demands.” 

“Because we are prepared, no more 
federal funds need be diverted from 
the essential job of building national 
defense to the building of duplicate 
power plants and lines. And, further, 
the utility industry will co-operate by 
ringing energy generated in govern- 
ment plants to market over its lines.” 

Mr. Krafve pointed out that at the 
end of 1939 generating capacity of all 
kinds totaled 40,138,000 kw. and pre- 
dicted that by 1942 the nation will have 
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DEFENSIVE WIRING—Boston Edison float translates adequate home wiring into defense 
terms in a recent parade dedicated to fire prevention 





45,000,000 kw. of capacity available. 
Supplementing this generating capacity 
are the truly interconnected and inte- 
grated high-voltage transmission lines 
that exist today and which constitute 
another guarantee of the ready avail- 
ability of power. “This system is, with 
few exceptions, the result of the initia- 
tive and foresighted management of 
holding companies,” he said. 

C. F. Dobson, Wisconsin Power & 
Light Co., Madison, and I. L. Illing, 
Wisconsin Electric Power Co., were 
elected chairman of the technical and 
commercial divisions, respectively, of 
the electrical section. 

J. A. Tyvand, Wisconsin Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., was elected vice-chairman of 
the technical division, and R. E. Krafve 
was re-elected vice-chairman of the 
commercial division. 


Hopson and Associates 
Open Defense in Court 


Workings of the intricate Associated 
Gas & Electric System is expected to 
be explored as testimony is brought 
out in the court proceedings against 
Howard C. Hopson and his two legal 
associates, Charles M. Travis and Gar- 
ret A. Brownback. 

It is charged that Mr. Hopson and 
his associates siphoned $20,000,000 
from the system. As the trial opened 
in federal court in New York City, 
Mr. Hopson was pictured as a financial 
wizard with full command over com- 
pany directors, lawyers and other sub- 
ordinates, and juggling corporate 
names and entities. 
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Revive “Little TVA” 
Plan in Connecticut 


New Deal public power enthusiasts 
are sharpening their weapons for a 
revival of the fight to establish a “little 
TVA yardstick” in the Connecticut 
Valley with a power-and-nagivation 
project at the Enfield Rapids. 

Election returns which defeated 
Congressman William J. Miller, Hart- 
ford Republican, who led the success- 
ful fight which defeated the project last 
year, and sent back to Congress Her- 
man P. Kopplemann, ardent public 
power supporter, provide the stepping- 
stone New Dealers hope to use in driv- 
ing another wedge against private 
utilities. 

Lying dormant since House rejection 
last year is a U. S. Army Engineers 
report recommending a $12,300,000 
federal dam and locks at the Rapids 
with initial installed capacity of 29,500 
kw. and ultimate capacity of 37,200 
kw., which the report estimates could 
be sold at an estimated 1.5 mills per 
kilowatt-hour. 

This report, a complete about-face 
by the engineers from two previous 
studies which flatly recommended that 
the power dam should be locally or 
privately built, is now being reviewed 
with the idea of emphasizing points 
which could tie the project into national 
defense. 

This development virtually assures 
that the project will be called up again 
for consideration in the House, probably 
early in the forthcoming session of 
Congress. 
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Pacific Coast Group 
Holds First Conclave 


Following a series of district meetings 
which carried the work of the Pacific 
Coast Electrical Association to those in 
isolated communities who might not 
otherwise be able to participate directly, 
the association held its first conclave 
with more than 300 present at Hotel 
Oakland, Oakland, Calif., for the north- 
ern conclave—forerunner to the south- 
ern conclave in Pasadena. 

The conclave opened with an address 
by C. E. Houston, Southern California 
Edison Co., association president. The 
short general meeting introduced a 
series of parallel sessions. 

Under the leadership of R. C. Mc- 
Fadden, chairman, the business devel- 
opment section met in six groups. The 
code and ordinance group launched a 
drive to have western local ordinances 
follow the National Electrical Code 
strictly, without local variations and 
special rules. The Red Seal and ade- 
quate wiring group proposed a plan 
aimed at eventually producing, with 
the assistance of national manufactur- 
ing and other electrical groups, appro- 
priate advertising in national women’s 
magazines. 

Both the industrial power and heat- 
ing and the range and water heater 
groups faced the problem of competi- 
tion from butane. Industrial men felt 
that while the competition was in many 
instances on the wane, it was still 
critical, and they moved to start prepa- 
ration of a manual which would better 
equip salesmen to meet the problem. 


Fluorescent Lighting 


Lighting men heard John S. Walsh, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., analyze 203 
recent fluorescent installations, 127 of 
them replacements, in which it was 
found that load loss amounted to 53.6 
per cent. He found that connected load 
had dropped from 234 to 109 kw. on 
these 203 jobs, and, worse, that most 
of them resulted in either no increase 
or an actual decrease in lumen output. 

Credits and collections were the sub- 
ject of lively discussion in the adminis- 
trative services section, of which E. A. 
Long is chairman. These questions 
were approached from the public rela- 
tions standpoint, with re-enacted situa- 
tions between customer and company 
serving as the focal point for con- 
ference. 

G. E. Bishop, chairman of the oper- 
ating economics section, directed the 
programs of his groups toward in- 
formal discussions which gave members 
the opportunity to dig into a variety 
of problems in their various fields. 
Engineers dealt with two-way radio, 
circuit breakers, voltage regulation, fire 
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prevention. A typically western prob- 
lem discussed by meter men was that of 
corrosion. Various methods of treating 
bases to prevent corrosion were dis- 
cussed. 


General Electric Names 
New Vice-Presidents 


Appointment of Dr. W. D. Coolidge 
and Stuart M. Crocker as new General 
Electric vice-presidents has been an- 
nounced by Charles E. Wilson, presi- 
dent of the company. Dr. Coolidge will 
continue as director of the General 
Electric Research Laboratory in Sche- 
nectady. Mr. Crocker will relinquish his 
duties as manager of the company’s air- 
conditioning department at Bloomfield, 
N. J., to make his headquarters in 
New York City. 

H. L. Andrews, vice-president in 
charge of the company’s appliances and 
merchandise department, will add 
management of the air-conditioning 
department to his present duties. 


Ruled Not a Subsidiary 


SEC has ruled that the Wisconsin 
Valley Improvement Co. is not a sub- 
sidiary of the Wisconsin Public Service 
Corp. or the Wisconsin Power & Light 
Co., which together own more than 52 
per cent of the company’s voting stock. 





MEETINGS 


Edison Electric Institute—Fourth National Ac- 
counting Conference of accounting committees 
of Institute and American Gas Association, 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., December 
2-4. Prime movers committee, New York Head- 
quarters, 420 Lexington Av., December 2-3. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, New York, N. Y., December 2-5. 
C. E. Davies, er ag secretary, 29 West 39th 
St., New York, 


American Society of pe ee Engineers—Fal! 
meeting, Chicago, Ill., December 


National Exposition of ‘Power and Mechanical 
a oes Central Palace, New York, 
. Y., December 2-7. 


maida Society of Refrigerating Engineers—An- 
nual meeting, Hotel Commodore, New York, 
N. Y., December 4-6, 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners—Annual convention, Hotel Mi- 
ami-Biltmore, Miami, Fla., December 10-12. 
Clyde S. Bailey, secretary, New Post Office 
Bldg., Washington, 

National Chemical Exposition — Sponsored by 
Chicago. Section, American Chemical ae. 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, December |1-1 

Petroleum Electric Power I ie aon 
conference, Hotel Heidelberg, Baton Rouge, 
La., December 12-13. G. H. Weckel, secretary, 
Kansas Gas & Electric Co., Wichita, Kans., 
and James Hodge, Gulf States Utilities Co., 
Baton Rouge, La. 


American Association for the Advancement of 


Science—Bellevue-Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, 
Pa., December 27-January 2. 

American Institute of Electrical Rageeen— 
Winter convention, Philadelphia, January 
27-31. H. H. Henline, national alte, 33 
West 39th St., New York, is 
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Utility Group Holds 
District Meeting 


The eastern district conference of the 
electric light and power division of the 
Oklahoma Utilities Association was held 
recently in the Mayo Hotel, Tulsa, 
Okla., with Chairman T. P. Gilmer of 
the Public Service Co. of Oklahoma 
presiding. 

Speakers on the program included J, 
C. Happenny, electric division chairman 
and president of the Oklahoma Power 
& Water Co., and J. P. Arnold, Public 
Service Co. of Oklahoma, who spoke 
on “Public Affairs.” “Employees” Stake 
in the Private Utility Industry” was 
discussed by E. B. Smith, Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Co., and R. K. Lane, presi- 
dent of the Public Service Co. of Okla- 
homa, discussed “Hearings on the Util- 
ity Holding Act of 1935 before the 
S.E.C.” 

Frank Long, president of the associ- 
ation, made an address. H. E. Anderson, 
special agent in charge, Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, Oklahoma City, 
talked on “War and the Electric Util- 
ities.” “The Road Ahead” was the topic 
selected by John Rogers, former presi- 
dent of the Tulsa Chamber of Com- 
merce, and Thomas Finney, manager 
industrial department, Tulsa Chamber 
of Commerce, talked on “Eastern Okla- 
homa in the National Defense Plan.” 

Officers chosen by the group for the 
coming year are: T. E. Mansfield, 
Oklahoma Power & Water Co., chair- 
man, and W. E. Wolfe, Oklahoma Gas 
& Electric Co., secretary. 


Fair Lighting Designer 
Heads I.E.S. Committee 


A. F. Dickerson, manager of the Gen- 
eral Electric lighting division at Sche- 
nectady, has been named chairman of 
the street and highway lighting com- 
mittee of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society. Mr. Dickerson is best known 
for his engineering of the famous Treas 
ure Island lighting plan of the San 
Francisco Exposition. 


Asks Cut in Utility Levy 


State Auditor Zach Arnold has rec: 
ommended that the Georgia Public 
Service Commission seriously consider 
reducing the annual fees assessed 
against public utilities for the operation 
of the commission. He points out that 
the commission had a fiscal year sur 
plus of $91,945, apparently in excess of 
the commission’s needs. Chairman Wal 
ter McDonald has expressed himself 3 
opposed to any reduction. 
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How the glass body and the 
Isolator save you time and 
money is explained in L-M 
Bulletin No. 40151 — write 
for your copy. Why spend 
Costly time hunting for a 
faulty arrester — use L-M 


Heavy Duty” Arresters. 


Only One Lightning Arrester has low IZ drop, high surge capac- 
ity, permanent characteristics, double sealing against moisture, 
“Pyrex” glass body and the extra protection of the automatic 


lsolator — that’s the L-M “Heavy Duty” Lightning Arrester. 
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CASTINGS—tThis and thirteen other steel castings—largest ever attempted—comprise 

the spiral casing for one of the turbines in the Grand Coulee Dam’s power plant. To 

transport the casing from the East it was sectionalized into fourteen parts averaging 

more than 20 tons. The first generator is now being installed and by early 1942 three 
main generators will be at work 


LIGHTS IN AIRPORT—In six of the s¢ 
hangars at LaGuardia Airport, New ‘0 
proximately 500 Silvray luminaires ¢ 
Bowl Mazda lamps have been installed 
quate intensity using a totally indirec! 
shows Silvray opaque metal-bowl {xu 
of American Air Lines [ 


SUBSTATION FIRE—When a fire o 
Sedro Woolley substation, crews of Pui 
The fire was discovered at 6 am. aot 


= ee 
i) 


- 


COMMERCIAL COOKING—R. Diebenkorn, vice-president and sales manager of Dohrmann Hotel Supply 

Co., addressing the recent joint meeting sponsored by his company, Edison Hotpoint and Portland Gen- 

eral Electric Co. to give salesmen the latest ammunition for putting more commercial cooking load on 
the utility’s lines 





FLOATING BRIDGE- 
Night view of world’s 
longest floating bridge. 
recently opened to traffic 
across Lake Washington 
near Seattle. The 1'/4-mile- 
long span is lighted with 
ti r = "1 General Electric type M-2 
Hi } Naverveelte ant 7 sodium luminaires. Float- 
ay, ye. ‘ : ing lights warn small 
ind boats of position of cables 
anchoring bridge to lake's 
bottom. Twenty-five con- 
crete pontoons, 350 ft. 
long, 59 ft. wide and from 
14 to 22 ft. deep, float on 
the water to create the 
span. A pontoon span in 
a ‘ . “ ™ the middle can be drawn 
in to make a 200-ft. open- 
ing for watercraft 


e seY@™® completed 

ew YOR City, ap- INFRA-RED BAKING—The growing impor‘ance of infra-red baking 
sires @B Silvered for industrial finishing operations was evidenced by the interest 
stalled give ade. shown in the three-day infra-red show sponsored recently in New 
direct $Btem. View York City by the A.I.E.E. Ault & Wiborg infra-red finishes were 
| fxtua in office baked onto various metal products under the bank of General Elec- 
Lines tric infra-red lamps. Fostoria equipment was used 


e of uaMermined origin sent spectacular flame geysers high into the air and destroyed the 
of Pusound Power & Light lost no time in erecting a new station and restoring service. 


: 
’ . 
m. at er p.ans were hurriedly made on the spot equipment was on its way by mid- 


Z . morning. At 4:37 that 
L afternoon the new station, 
containing three  1,000- 
kva. transformers (55,000 
to 2,300 volts), one 55,000- 
volt pole top switch, three 
S & C fuses protecting 
transformer bank, three 
D & W cutouts protecting 
feeder and one street- 
lighting constant - current 
transformer were in place 
and service restored after 
being out only ten hours. 
New substation at left, 
blaze in full force (at 
right) which reduced sub- 
station to a pile of ashes 





AT EAST PITTSBURGH ... Westinghouse has available 

the world’s largest a-c calculating board for system 
studies. Projected systems can be set up in miniature and oper- 
ated, generators can be added, faults applied, lines opened, 
etc., much the same as in actual practice. 


AANUFACTURING ... because these calculators, both for a-c 
nd d-c studies, have been so effective, many system operators 
ave purchased similar equipment for their own use. Illustration 
t right, below, shows one of the latest boards built for a large 
ower company. 


... showing the extent of Westinghouse research 
activities in the analysis of alternating current 
systems and the development of better equipment 
for alternating current generation, transmission 
and distribution. These activities, which result in 
better service to you and a wider use of electricity 
by your customers, have been encouraged by 
your purchase of Westinghouse apparatus. 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Tune in “Musical Americana,” N. B. C. Red Network, 
Coast-to-Coast, every Thursday evening. 


J-97027 


THE PLANNING OF A SYSTEM... begins on the 
drawing boards of the electric utility companies. 
Calculating boards are then put to work to complete the 


1 Tre HEART OF AN A-C CALCULATING 


BOARD ... is the control panel shown above. Operation of the 
push button controls makes possible the accurate study and 
—— of any line in the system under varying operating 
conditions. 


.-. is widely used for the 
application of circuit 
breakers, relays and low 
voltage networks. 
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Cold Sends Output 
to New Record Peak 


Influenced by the cold weather pre- 
yvailing during the week, production of 
electricity by the electric light and 
power industry during the week ended 
November 16 amounted to 2,751,528,000 
kw.-hr., a new all-time record and 9.4 
per cent above the corresponding week 
of last year, according to the Edison 
Electric Institute. 

Energy output in the most recent 
week was 21.3 per cent ahead of the 


corresponding week of 1938. It was 
also 4.4 per cent above last winter’s 
peak. Corresponding increases for 1939 
and 1938 were 6.4 and 3.1 per cent, 
respectively. 

The increase in energy production 
during the week ended November 16 
was reflected in the major geographic 
regions by increased margins over 
1939. The rise in the Middle Atlantic 

Weekly Output, Millions Kw.Hr. 

1940 1939 1937 
Nov. 16 2,752 Nov. 18 2,514 Nov. 20 2,224 
Nov. ? 2,720 Nov. II 2,514 Nov. 13 2,177 
Nov. 2 2,734 Nov. 4 2,537 Nov. 6 2,202 
Oct. 26 2,711 Oct. 28 2,539 Oct. 30 2,255 
Oct. 19 2,687 Oct. 21 2,494 Oct. 23 2,282 
Oct. 12 2,665 Oct. 14 2,495 Oct. 16 2,276 
Oct. 5 2,641 Oct. 7 2,465 Oct. 9 2,280 
Sept.28 2,670 Sept.30 2,470 Oct. 2 2,276 
Sept.21 2,629 Sept.23 2,449 Sept.25 2,266 


Per cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
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Nov. 16 Nov.9? Nov. 2 

New England ......... + 3.6 + 55 + 6.1 
Middle Atlantic ...... + 9.6 +65 +7,.3 
Central Industrial ..... +13.2 +10.6 +10.3 
West Central ......... + 63 + 5.4 + 65 
Southern States ....... + 9.6 + 9.2 +10.1 
Rocky Mountain ...... + 4.3 + 2.2 — 0.8 
A wg baie. + 3.8 + 45 + 2.7 
United States ....... + 9.4 + 8.2 + 7.8 
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region, for example, to 9.6 per cent, 
made this the largest margin since the 
week ended July 20. In the Central 
Industrial region, still in first place 
among the country’s areas, the margin 


of 13.2 per cent was the largest since 
the week ended August 31. All regions, 
except the New England and the Pacific 
Coast states, showed increased margins 
over 1939 in the most recent week. 





Sales, Revenue and 
Users at New Highs 


Continuing the advances of earlier 
months of the current year, number of 
customers, energy sales and revenue 
established new records in August, ac- 
cording to reports by the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute. 

As of August 31, there were 29,739,- 
804 customers of the electric light and 
power industry, or 3.5 per cent more 
than a year ago. These customers used 
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Classification of Sales, August, 1940, and 
Change from 1939 (Revised Series) 
Million Kw.-Hr. % 

1940 1939 Change 





Residential or domestic. 1,828 1,622 +12.7 
Rural (distinct rural rates). 288 269 + 7.0 
Commercial or industrial 

Small light & power.. 1,915 1,768 + 8.4 

Large light & power.. 5,186 4,422 +17.3 
Street & highway Itg.... 149 146 + 1.6 
Other public authorities. 224 221 + 1.3 
Railways & railroads 

Street & interurban.... 299 299 + 0.1 

Electrified steam ..... 152 147 + 3.8 
Interdepartmental ....... 58 52 -+11.3 
Total to ult. consumers.. 10,099 8,946  +12.9 
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10,098,878,000 kw.-hr. during August, 
or 12.9 per cent more than in August 
of last year, for which they paid $201,- 
936,200, or 7.7 per cent more than in 
the corresponding month a year ago. 
While there were 3.0 per cent fewer 
large light and power customers in 
August, 1940, than in August, 1939, 
these 180,563 customers used 5,185,- 
580,000 kw.-hr., 17.3 per cent more than 
a year ago, and more than in any previ- 
ous month except October, 1939, when 
they consumed 5,218,549,000 kw.-hr. 
Average residential consumption rose 
to 934 kw.-hr. for the year ended Au- 
gust 31, a gain of 6.0 per cent over a 
year ago, and average annual bill to 
$36.33, or an average rate of 3.89 cents 
per kw.-hr., 4.0 per cent less than in the 
corresponding period a year ago. 


Electric Sales in Illinois 


Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by the eleven largest electric 
utilities in the state of Illinois amounted 
to 666,392,067 kw.-hr. in September, 


23, 1948 


compared with 621,764,825 kw.-hr. for 
the same month last year. This is a 
7.2 per cent increase in sales. Com- 
parison of the month’s sales with those 
for August, 1940, reveals a decrease of 


1.4 per cent. 
e 


FPC Postpones Hearing 
on Puget Sound Accounts 


Federal Power Commission has post- 
poned to November 25 the public hear- 
ing formerly scheduled for November 
12 concerning the failure of Puget 
Sound Power & Light Co. to comply 
with Instruction 2-D of the commission’s 
Uniform System of Accounts. 

Application of the Puget Sound com- 
pany for an extension of time to Janu- 
ary 1, 1941, for complying with the ac- 
counting instructions was denied by the 
commission in an order entered last 
February, and on October 24, last, the 
company was directed to show cause 
at a public hearing why proceedings 
should not be instituted against it on 
account of its failure to comply. 


(1557) 15 





ac in hn tn tte einai i ttt | 


: 
} 
: 
. 
: 
: 
: 






zn il > 











Oklahoma Gas & Electric 


Names Vice-Presidents | 


Alfred A. Brown, for 20 years a mem- 
ber of the Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co. 
organization, has been named vice-presi- 
dent in charge of sales, succeeding O. A. 
Jennings, retired. 

In his previous position as sales man- 
ager Mr. Brown organized a plan of 
dealer co-operation for the selling of 
electric appliances which has received 
national recognition. 

Mr. Jennings made notable contribu- 
tions to the electrical industry as a re- 
sult of his success in developing the 
application of electricity to the produc- 
tion of oil, particularly in Oklahoma’s 
oil fields. He was associated with the 
General Electric Co. in Arkansas and 
Texas before joining Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co. in 1919 through his 
acquaintance with Arthur S. Huey, at 
that time vice-president in charge of 
operations of the Byllesby Engineering 





Blank & Stoller 
B. M. Lester 


& Management Corp. Mr. Jennings was 
active in the commercial national sec- 
tion of the old National Electric Light 
Association. 

Bernard M. Lester, who has been 
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A. A. Brown 


associated with the Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co. since 1910, was named vice- 
president and treasurer, succeeding 
W. R. Emerson, retired. The retirement 
of Mr. Emerson was announced in the 
October 12 issue of ELectricaL Wortp. 
A member of the board of directors, 
Mr. Lester was secretary and general 
auditor of the company before receiving 
this recent promotion. 

Howard Henley, formerly assistant 
secretary, has been named secretary. 


> Mitton SANDERS, who has been con- 
nected with the merchandising depart- 
ment of the Central Arizona Light & 
Power Co., has been promoted to the 
position of general sales manager. The 
company’s head office is in Phoenix. 


> Freperick W. Fue, formerly vice- 
president in charge of sales of Claude 
Neon Lights, Inc., has been appointed 
manager of the New York office of 
Federal Electric Co., Chicago. Mr. 
Fulle was with the neon sign company 
for fourteen years and did considerable 
sales and production work on the sign 
and lighting projects at the New York 
World’s Fair. 





General Electric Makes 
Philadelphia Changes 


Several important appointments in 
the Philadelphia Works of the General 
Electric Co. have been announced by 
R. V. Good, works manager. These in- 
clude Robert Paxton, formerly manag- 
ing engineer of the panel and equipment 
division, as assistant to the works man- 
ager; Harold E. Strang, formerly 
managing engineer of the large power 
circuit breaker division, appointed engi- 
neer of the Philadelphia Works; L. S. 
Hobson, formerly managing engineer 
of the small power circuit breaker divi- 
sion, appointed managing engineer of 
the power circuit breaker division; and 
George M. Reed, formerly assistant to 
Mr. Paxton, appointed managing engi- 
neer of the panel and equipment 
division. 


> Frank G. Camus, city electrician, 
Shreveport, La., has been elected presi- 
dent of the southern section of the In- 
ternational Association of Electrical In- 
spectors. 


> Jeter J. Wave, formerly service man- 
ager of the Chester branch of the Duke 
Power Co., has recently been appointed 
manager of the York branch. He has 
been connected with the Duke Power 
Co. for fourteen years. 


> Harry C. Ross, veteran employee of 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. and for 
the past six years manager of the claims 
and safety division, is to be the new 
personnel manager of the company. 
He will succeed the late E. G. McCann. 
Mr. Ross joined Pacific Gas & Electric 
in 1915 after working for utility com- 
panies in Baltimore and Pittsburgh and 
for the Southern California Gas Co. 
His first job with P. G. & E. was at 
Fresno, where he was manager of that 
district for a number of years before 
being transferred to the San Francisco 
general office in 1930. 
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A.LE.E. Announces New 
Committee Appointments 


American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers has recently announced the ap- 
pointment of the following committee 
chairmen: 

Alexander Maxwell, director of engi- 
neering, Edison Electric Institute, New 
York, N. Y., newly created committee on 
domestic and commercial applications. 

J. R. North, assistant electrical engi- 
neer, Commonwealth & Southern Corp., 
Jackson, Mich, protective devices. 

C. M. Gilt, inside plant engineer, Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, elec- 
trical machinery. 

C. C. Levy, industry engineer, West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
East Pittsburgh, Pa., electrochemistry 
and electrometallurgy. 

J. J. Orr, engineer, central staff, U. S. 
Rubber Co., New York, N. Y., indus- 
trial power applications. 

E. B. Fitzgerald, electrical engineer, 
American Car & Foundry Co., Berwick, 
Pa., land transportation (formerly the 
committee on transportation). 

W. L. Cisler, assistant chief engineer, 
electrical engineering department, Pub- 
lic Service Electric & Gas Co., Newark, 
N. J., power generation. 

A. E. Anderson, switchgear engineer- 
ing division, General Electric Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa., automatic stations. 

J.D. Wright, assistant manager, indus- 
trial department, General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, N. Y., electric welding. 


> Joun B. Witkinson, chief engineer, 
Fire Insurance Rating Bureau, Milwau- 
kee, Wis., has been elected president of 
the western section of the International 
Association of Electrical Inspectors. 


>W. R. Jacxson, formerly assistant 
superintendent of the electrical depart- 
ment of the Duke Power Co., Charlotte, 
N. C., has been appointed assistant to 
F. W. Lachicotte, electrical engineer. 
Mr. Jackson has been connected with 
the Duke Power Co. for 21 years. 


>W. A. Junnita has joined the staff 
of the agricultural engineering depart- 
ment of Ohio State University and the 
Ohio State Agricultural experiment 
station. He will teach and do research 
work in rural electrification. Mr. Jun- 
nila formerly served as farm agent with 
the Toledo Edison Co., before going to 
Washington State College, where he 
had charge of rural electrification re- 


search and was a member of the teach- 
ing staff. 


>Dr. Eowarp Bartow, who has been 
granted a year’s leave of absence as 
emeritus professor of the University of 
lowa department of chemistry and 
chemical engineering, has joined the 


research laboratories of Johns-Manville 
Corp., Manville, N. J., as chemical con- 
sultant. Dr. Bartow, a former president 
of the American Chemical Society and 
of the American Water Works Associa- 
tion, will act as research consultant with 
Johns-Manville in connection with chem- 
ical problems involved in all phases of 
the company’s research activities. 


> Eart Marr has been named general 
sales manager of the Airtemp Division 
of Chrysler Corp. Mr. Marr was for- 
merly sales manager of the heating divi- 
sion of Airtemp. In his new position he 
will be responsible for the sales manage- 
ment of both the heating and cooling 
equipment. Mr. Marr has more than 
seventeen years experience, covering 
every phase of manufacturing, sales 
and merchandising in connection with 
automatic heating equipment. He has 
been chairman of the legislative com- 
mittee of the Oil Burner Institute for 
more than ten years. 


> C. B. Ketcuam has been appointed 
manager of the Cincinnati, Ohio, office 
and C. G. Jewett manager of the 
Columbus, Ohio, office of the Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
Mr. Ketcham takes over his duties 
after ten years as manager of the West- 
inghouse office in Columbus. He will 
succeed the late F. R. Colville. Mr. 
Jewett’s promotion follows his fifteen- 
year association with the Cincinnati 
office, where he recently held the posi- 
tion of central station supervisor. 


> Frep ELwELt, superintendent of all 
power plants, British Columbia Electric 
Railway Co., Vancouver, B. C., has now 
retired. Mr. Elwell joined the staff of 
the B. C. Electric in 1911 following a 
connection with the West Kootenay 
Power & Light Co., where he had been 
superintendent of power plants at Bon- 
nington Falls, B. C. He aided with the 
expansion of the Lake Buntzen plant, 
spending 13 years as senior engineer. 
Then he was made superintendent of all 
power plants of the company on the 
Lower Mainland territory. 


> Cart H. Youncpaut has been ap- 
pointed assistant superintendent of the 
power production division at Carnegie- 
Illinois Steel Corp.’s South Works, Chi- 
cago, Ill. Mr. Youngdahl goes to South 
Works from the Illinois Iowa Power 
Co., where he had been division engi- 
neer in charge of operation, mainte- 
nance and construction since 1928. 


> Cuartes H. Guy, northwestern dis- 
trict merchandising manager for the 
Westinghouse merchandising division, 
has been appointed assistant sales man- 
ager of the division. Mr. Guy is a 
widely known sales executive. For a 
number of years he was connected with 
the Eureka Vacuum Cleaner Co. before 
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joining Westinghouse in 1935. S. M. 
Davison, merchandising division man- 
ager of the southeastern district, with 
headquarters in Atlanta, succeeds Mr. 
Guy as northwestern district merchan- 
dising manager, with headquarters in 
Chicago. Witt1aM B. Creecu, formerly 
sales development manager in the south- 
eastern district, is named merchandising 
manager of that district. 


OBITUARY 
William A. Moore 


William A. Moore, vice-president of 
the Mississippi Power & Light Co. in 
charge of sales, died November 11 at 
his home in Jackson, Miss., in his 
thirty-eighth year. 

Mr. Moore was graduated from 
Georgia Tech in 1924 and for several 
years was connected with the General 
Electric Co. He began work with the 
Mississippi Power & Light Co. in 1927, 
serving for several years as office assist- 
ant to the vice-president and general 
manager. In 1932 he became assistant 
to the president. Four years later he 
was elected secretary. Before assuming 
the duties of a vice-president in 1937 
Mr. Moore had been in charge of the 
company’s commercial, industrial, gov- 
ernmental and municipal sales for 
several years. In addition he was active 
in industrial development work in 
Mississippi. 


> Atrrep MILNE, superintendent of the 
Wisconsin Power & Light Co. at Be- 
loit, Wis., died November 3 in a local 
hospital, after a six-week illness. He 
was 67 years of age. 


> CuHartes A. Bartiett, 76, who re- 
tired as treasurer of the Graton & 
Knight Co., Worcester, Mass., in 1938 
after more than 46 years’ service with 
that organization, died at the Holden 
(Mass.) District Hospital on Novem- 
ber 10. He was born in Rutland, Mass., 
and was graduated from the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute in 1885. 


> Evcene McCann, personnel mana- 
ger of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
since 1921, died November 1, after a 
long illness. Mr. McCann, who was 
52, was a past-president of the San 
Francisco [Electrical Development 
League. At the time of his death he 
was president of the California Per- 
sonnel Management Association and an 
assistant consulting professor of per- 
sonnel management at Stanford Uni- 
versity’s graduate school of business. 
He was graduated from Stanford in 
1911 with a degree in electrical engi- 
neering and went to work for P. G. & E. 
the following year. 
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New Business Makes 
Orders Index Peak 


New orders received by manufacturers 
of electrical machinery during Septem- 
ber carried the index of the Department 
of Commerce to a new high in the two- 
year period covered by the survey. 

This index rose to 231 in September, 
as compared with 208 in August and 
with 121 in September a year ago. The 
index of new orders for all durable 
goods industries—also a record—stood 
at 213 at the end of September, as 
compared with 163 in August and with 
198 in September of 1939, 

Manufacturers’ shipments of elec- 
trical machinery were made at an in- 
creased pace during September, with 
the index rising to 165, as against 143 
in August and 127 in September of 
last year. For the durable goods in- 
dustries, this index was 159 for Sep- 
tember, as against 129 in August and 
127 in September a year ago. 

Manufacturers’ inventories increased 
a little in September. For the electrical 
machinery group the index as of Sep- 
tember 31 was 117.0, as against 115.5 
on August 31 and 92.7 on September 31, 
1939. For the durable goods industries 
the index was 117.2, as compared with 
114.5 and 98.1. 

Unfilled orders for electrical ma- 
chinery rose 18 per cent during Sep- 
tember, as compared with 19 per cent 
in August, and showed a 133 per cent 
gain for September, 1940, over Sep- 
tember, 1939. For the durable goods 
industries the gain in September was 
18 per cent, as against 10 per cent in 
August. 


Westinghouse Salaries 
to Be Adjusted Up 9% 


Wages and salaries of employees of 
the Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 


turing Co. will be adjusted upward 
9 per cent this month in accordance 
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with the company’s bonus plan, under 
which additional compensation is based 
on earnings for the three preceding 
months. The bonus in October was 
10 per cent. 

Net profit of Westinghouse for the 
three months to October 31 was $4,- 
402,412, compared with $3,321,022 in 
the three months ended on October 31, 
1939. 


Electrical Goods Orders 
Establish All-Time High 


Orders booked for electrical goods 
during the third quarter were valued 
at $411,595,431, according to the De- 
partment of Commerce, the largest for 
any quarter in the history of the series, 
which began in 1926. 

Third-quarter bookings compared 
with $268,120,065 for the second quar- 
ter and with $212,001,139 in the corre- 
sponding period of last year. For the 
first three quarters of 1940 such book- 
ings amounted to $918,561,460, or ap- 
proximately 5.7 per cent more than in 
all of 1939. 
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Generators Index 
Reaches 1940 Peak 


A seasonal increase in orders received 
for motors and generators during 
September sent the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association index up 
10.0 per cent over August to 161.3, 
highest point so far this year, as well 
as the highest since March, 1937, when 
the index stood at 196.4. 

A seasonal decrease of more than 
seasonal proportions sent the NEMA 
index of orders received for transmis- 
sion and distribution equipment down 
25.1 per cent from the revised figure 
of 159.6 for August to 119.6 for Sep- 
tember, lowest figure for any month of 
1940. (A year ago this index stood at 
146.5.) 

While the decrease from August to 
September for this latter group of 
equipment was the largest single de- 
crease for any month of the current 
year, it was not unprecedented, for 
there was a corresponding decrease of 
35.3 per cent in 1937, as well as larger 
percentage changes from one month to 
another in other years. 





1940 


1939 
NEMA INDEX. value of orders received for motors (large d.c., polyphase, synchronous) 
and generators (engine, belt-driven): also for transmission and distribution equipment 
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Equipment Makers’ 
Production Lower 


Production of generating, distribu- 
tion and industrial apparatus, and ap- 
paratus for incorporation in manufac- 
tured products not elsewhere classified 
amounted to $470,462,442 in 1939, a 
decrease of 18.6 per cent from 1937, 
according to preliminary figures of 
the Census of Manufactures released 
by the Department of Commerce. 

In 1939 there were 501 manufacturers 
reporting, as against 398 in 1937, an 
increase of 25.9 per cent. These com- 
panies employed an average of 70,401 
wage earners during 1939, as against 
93.862 in 1937, a decrease of 25.0 per 
cent. 

Included among this census grouping 
are these various divisions of manufac- 
tures, with 1939 value of products given 
first, followed by 1937 data for com- 
parison: Generating apparatus and 
parts, except railway and vehicle power 
generators, $46,717,265, as against 
$60,952,234; transformers, current- 
limiting reactors and_ feeder-voltage 
regulators (except measuring-instru- 
ment transformers), $64,889,017, as 
against $83,613,350; rotating convert- 
ing apparatus, $4,815,396, as against 
$10,928,425; motors, excluding railway 
and vehicle motors (not including 
starters and controllers), $122,818,161, 
against $153,295,341; control appara- 
tus, except railway and vehicle con- 
trollers, all types, $45,845,389, against 
$47,387,510; fuses and fuse blocks, 
except high-voltage and power types, 
2,300 volts and over, $6,243,803, against 
7,117,005; industrial and commercial 
apparatus and appliances, $33,208,013, 
as against $40,697,396; switchboard 
apparatus (circuit breakers, panel- 
boards, switchboards and_ switches), 
$75,457,297, as against $88,743,366. 


Opens Washington Office 


Announcement has been made that 
Ross R. Smith, who has been manager 
of the kitchen sales division of Hot- 
point for nearly two years, has estab- 
lished a new Hotpoint office in Wash- 
ington, D. C., where he will devote his 
time to co-operation with those re- 
sponsible for Federal Housing and other 
large building projects. 





New York Metal Prices 


Nov. 19, '40 Nov, 13, '40 

Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 
Fopper, electrolytic .... 12.00* 12.00* 
A. S. & R. Price.. 5.80 5.80 
baron Seiditeiad exe 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot ........... 35.00 35.00 
Se OU. c.ccccanes 7.64 7.64 
NONE as coe ons 50.375 51.00 
uminum, 99 Per cent.. 17.00 18.00 


"Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Government is likely to exercise a broader influence in production in the near 
future in order to prevent any holdup in national defense, now that such orders 
have reached a $7,616,650,000 total. Industrial demand for electrical equipment 
is increasing. Appliance sales are getting more utility attention. 


NEW YORK 


Future moves to be made by the Adminis- 
tration to insure rapid production of na- 
tional defense orders are likely to have 
profound effect on present industrial pro- 
cedure. Priorities, financing and labor 
policies are in the making, and as the 
situation in Europe becomes more intense 
Washington will move with greater 
rapidity with its planning. Through Octo- 
ber 31 national defense orders have totaled 
$7,616,650,000, which have lifted industrial 
activity into new high levels. As the effect 
of this activity becomes more widespread 
more industries will be affected. 

Electrical manufacturers are receiving 
an increase in industrial demand for elec- 
trical equipment. Electric utilities are 
carrying through programs to meet all 
power demands. 

A rise in orders for household appliances 
is seen for the remainder of this year and 
into 1941. Manufacturers are now engaged 
in expanding facilities to meet expected 
1941 orders for refrigerators, although 
sales this year will hit a new all-time peak. 
Water heaters and ranges will be given 
special attention again next year as 
utility load builders. While power produc- 
tion is moving to new peaks, most of the 
increase is from industrial demand, at 
most a low revenue producer. Higher taxes 
and operating expenses are cutting utility 
net, with many companies reporting earn- 
ings below 1939 levels. Sales organizations 
are turning to the commercial and domestic 
markets for needed increase in net. 

Government orders to manufacturers 
include a variety of equipment including 
cable, switches, exciters, circuit breakers, 
generators, dynamometers, telephone and 
radio sets. Defense housing will necessitate 
lighting fixtures, sockets, outlets and more 
wiring. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Coast stocks are rapidly increasing 
through the realization that delivery at this 
distance from factories is a more potent 
factor than price, providing the latter is 
reasonable. Pacific Northwest is especially 
benefiting in this way from Alaska busi- 
ness. State, county and municipal projects 
appear small by comparison with huge 
defense construction, but include sizable 
items. 

Lighting business has about doubled 
over last year. Los Angeles and the San 
Francisco Bay region are providing several 
fairly large relighting jobs because of ex- 
tensive street improvements and Nevada 
is experimenting with a $5,000 sodium 
highway installation near Winnemucca. 
Street lighting for defense camps, such as 
a $16,000 Honolulu installation, and $5,000 
average night illumination for flying fields 
provide a steady over-all volume. 

Recent orders of varied interest have 
included $15,000 switchgear equipment by 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. to handle 
the wind tunnel load of Moffatt Field near 
Sunnyvale; 3,100 poles, sizes 45 to 90 ft., 
for Walla Walla sector of Bonneville Sys- 
tem; a 10,000-c.f.m. compressor, value 
$88,682, for Pearl Harbor; two 250-ton 
electric traveling cranes, costing $172,560, 
for Shasta Dam; a 1,000-hp. G.E. motor 


1940 


and cable totaling $27,500 for an Idaho 
mine, and an unusually large amount of 
gold dredger equipment. 


CHICAGO 


Orders for electrical equipment made 
further gains last week as business activity 
continued to advance on nearly all fronts. 
Seasonal letdowns in some lines of normal 
business were more than offset by in- 
creases in defense contracts awarded in 
this district. Exhibitors at the purchasing 
agents’ show last week reported extra 
large attendance and record sales volume. 

Of 34 manufacturers reporting October 
sales to the Electric Association, 31 show 
an increase over the previous month, while 
27 had gains over a year ago. All of the 
wholesalers reported increase over Sep- 
tember as well as October, 1939. 

Additional defense contracts for elec- 
trical equipment placed in this section 
last week include telephone apparatus, 
$115,052; circuit breakers, $71,000; elec- 
tric furnaces, $88,900; switchboards, $53,- 
950; refrigerators, $233,800; conduit, $191,- 
975; electric trucks, $54,551. In addition, 
orders for artillery ammunition, totaling 
$900,177 were placed with electrical manu- 
facturers. 

Industrial plant and residential construc- 
tion continues to expand rapidly. Residen- 
tial building in the suburban area during 
October reached the highest level in ten 
years. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Defense orders dominate the wholesale 
trade in electrical supplies and as yet no 
serious shortages of wiring materials are 
reported for cantonment use in this area. 
At the same time deliveries are none too 
stable and commitments require close at- 
tention and following up by jobbers. New 
construction contracts in which there are 
large quantities of wiring supplies for 
power and lighting, include an award to 
the Wadhams, May & Carey Co., Hartford, 
Conn., for 100 dwelling units for enlisted 
men at the New London, Conn., subma- 
rine base at an estimated cost of $277,000. 
An addition to Pratt-Whitney Division, 
Niles-Bemont-Pond Co. plant, West Hart- 
ford, Conn., will cost about $750,000 and 
provide employment for about 700 on 
defense needs. Another large contract in- 
volving an encouraging volume of wiring 
supplies comprises temporary housing 
units for a number of coast defense forts 
in the Narragansett Bay district, Rhode 
Island, and will cost about $720,000. 

Defense contracts continue to promise 
strong upward trends with a wide diversifi- 
cation of electrical equipment. During the 
past week cable orders placed in Connec- 
ticut amounted to $68,045 and for Rhode 
Island $83,100. Westinghouse has received 
a contract from the War Department in- 
volving $944,000 for ammunition com- 
ponents to be manufactured at its East 
Springfield plant. During the past week 
small motor sales maintained their steady 
pace, with the demand scattered over a 
wide range of ratings. Recently one ma- 
chine shop added more than 600 hp. in 
motors; small lot orders for fractionals 
are being received in good volume. 
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Utility Stocks Move Downward; Bonds Up 
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Electric light and power stocks moved downward this week. “Electrical World” index 

dropped to 27.6 from 28.4 the preceding week: last year, 31.9. Bond prices again 
advanced, “Electrical World” index 106.2, last week, 106.1; last year 106.1 





Utility Securities 
Placed on Market 


A simultaneous offering of mortgage 
bonds, preferred stock and common 
stock of the Danbury and Bethel Gas & 
Electric Light Co. was made this week. 
The offering consisted in part of $720,- 
000 general mortgage 3 per cent bonds 
of the company, due November 1, 1970, 
priced at 103 and interest, and 9,600 
shares of 44% per cent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock, offered at $52 per share. 
Net proceeds from the bonds and pre- 
ferred stock are to be used mainly for 
the early redemption of $600,000 of 
6 per cent series A mortgage gold bonds, 
due August 1, 1948, and $400,000 par 
value of 7 per cent cumulative preferred 
stock of the company. 

In addition, the financing involved the 
offering of 144,000 shares of common 
stock of the Danbury and Bethel Gas & 
Electric Light Co. at $17.50 per share, 
representing the complete liquidation 
of common stock holdings of the com- 
pany by its present parent, Cities Serv- 
ice Power & Light Co. 


Seeks Authority to Sell 
Capital Stock to Parent 


SEC has announced that the North 
American Co. and its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, Wisconsin Michigan Power Co., 
had filed an application regarding the 
sale by the subsidiary company of 28,750 
additional shares of its capital stock, 
$20 par value, to the parent company 
at par. 

Wisconsin Michigan Power Co. will 
use the proceeds from the sale of the 
stock to finance additions and better- 
ments to its plant and distributing sys- 
tem, to reimburse the company’s treas- 
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ury for construction expenditures previ- 
ously made, and for working capital. 
SEC has approved the plan. 


Requests SEC Permission 
to Merge Subsidiary 


NY PA NJ Utilities Co. and its 
wholly owned subsidiary, General Util- 
ity Investors Corp., have filed applica- 
tions for SEC approval of a proposal 
to merge the subsidiary into the parent 
company. 

General Utility Investors will acquire 
its common stock from the parent com- 
pany, stock will be canceled and the 
corporation dissolved. NY PA NJ Util- 
ities will acquire all of the assets and 
assume all of the liabilities of General 
Utility Investors Corp. 


FPC Authorizes Notes 


FPC has authorized the Montana-Da- 
kota Utilities Co. to issue $3,900,000 in 
principal amount of its unsecured serial 
notes dated November 1, 1940, $390,- 
000 to be due on March 15 in each of 
the years 1941-50, inclusive, and to bear 
interest at rates varying from 1% per 
cent to 34 per cent per annum, accord- 
ing to maturity. 


Orders Capital Write-Off 


New York Public Service Commission 
has ordered the Long Island Lighting 
Co. to adjust the entries upon its books 
of the former East Hampton Electric 
Co., which was merged into the Long 
Island system in 1937, by writing off 
$332,090 from the fixed capital accounts 
of the East Hampton Electric and to 
record the original cost of the merged 
company’s property at $920,945. 





Makes Contributions 
to Surplus of Units 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
has announced that Central States 
Power & Light Corp., Tulsa, Okla., had 
filed a declaration under the Holding 
Company Act regarding proposed con- 
tributions to the capital surplus of its 
subsidiaries. 

Contributions are to be made by can- 
celing, in part, the open account indebt- 
edness owed by the subsidiaries to Cen- 
tral States Power & Light Corp. and 
will be as follows: Central States Power 
& Light Corp. of Oklahoma, $463,242; 
Central Light & Power Co., $164,477; 
Missouri Electric Power Co., $587,828; 
Utilities Production Corp., $476,936. 

Central States Power & Light Corp. 
proposes to increase the book value of 
its investment in the common stock of 
its respective subsidiaries by the amount 
of the contribution. 


Seeks to Issue Bonds 


Sierra Pacific Power Co. has applied 
to the Federal Power Commission for 
authorization of its proposed issuance 
and sale of $3,000,000 principal amount 
of its first mortgage bonds, Series A, 
314 per cent, to be dated as of Decem- 
ber 2, 1940, and to be due December 1, 
1970. 


Declares Extra Dividend 


Directors of the American Gas & 
Electric Co. have declared an extra divi- 
dend of 40 cents together with the regu- 
lar quarterly of 40 cents a share in the 
common stock. With these payments, 
1940 dividends will amount to $2 a 
share, against $1.85 distributed last 
year. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 
940 1939 





*Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern 

4 oe eee $7,590,675 $6,588,996 
*Buffalo Niagara Electric... 3,705,577 2,610,602 
*Central New York Power 

SPUN es eta dace 2,334,212 3,346,160 
*Columbia Gas & Electric 

SEN Ms 08s crap anes 12,653,020 12,779,171 
*Duquesne Light .......... 9,983,950 9,942,982 
tElectric Power & Light and 


OS Signe ren esau ta ecs 6,868,325 4,283,922 
*General Gas & Electric 

ed i hd 548,531 1,568,243 
*National Power & Light 


eS Rares 8,895,898 7,676,822 
*New York Power & Light. 3,194,494 2,813,285 
*Niagara Falls Power and 

WE hg tence tanacecase 2,738,390 2,529,996 
*Niagara, Lockport & Ont. 


Put. and 60b).......... 1,373,995 1,652,561 
*Northern States Power 
(Wis.) and subs......... 1,336,127 1,439,986 


*San Diego Gas & Electric. 1,672,561! 1,408,178 
*West Penn Power and 

AS 5 ncn canteen ail 6,494,182 5,689,995 
*Twelve months ended September 30. 
tTwelve months ended August 31. 


_ cee ARRON Nn eon mem 


ELECTRICAL WORLD © November 23, 1940 





OQ > ed bo fh 


— ey 


oe 








Wire and Cable Makers 
Report Census Losses 


Manufacturers of insulated wire and 
cable reported slight decreases in em- 
ployment, wages and production for 
1939, as compared with 1937, accord- 
ing to preliminary figures on the Census 
of Manufactures released Ly the De- 
partment of Commerce. There were 79 
establishments in 1939, as against 57 
in 1937. 

These manufacturers employed an 
average of 15,696 wage earners during 
1939, 7.2 per cent fewer than in 1937, 
and paid them $18,637,729 in wages 
or 9.9 per cent less than in 1937. Prod- 
ucts in 1939 had a value of $120,390,- 
050, or a decrease of 10.6 per cent from 
their value in 1937. 


Century Electric Settles 
Strike of 1,100 Employees 


The four-month strike of 1,100 union 
employees of Century Electric Co., St. 
Louis, Mo., has been settled on the 
basis of offering all strikers their old 
jobs or similar positions within 60 days, 
unless the company, because of factors 
beyond its control, is unable to find 
work for them. 

Among other conditions are that the 
union will not ask or demand the dis- 
charge or laying off of any present em- 
ployees, persons hired since the strike 
started. The base pay rates will con- 
tinue unchanged with a 40-hour week. 
The agreement runs for two years. 


Let Substation Contract 


Lower Colorado River Authority, 
Austin, Tex., has awarded contract to 
Brooker Engineering Co., Memphis, 
Tenn., and Detroit, Mich., at $128,449 
for new Peters power substation, in- 
cluding equipment installation. An 
award also has been made to Tulsa 
Boiler & Machinery Co., Tulsa, Okla., 
for galvanized steel transmission tow- 
ers for a new power line. 


Offer Revere Copper Bonds 


Offering has been made of $7,500,000 
Revere Copper & Brass, Inc., first mort- 
gage 314 per cent sinking fund bonds, 
due November 15, 1960, at a price of 
102% and accrued interest. Net pro- 
ceeds of the sale, estimated at $7,442,- 
563, are to be used, together with other 
funds of the company, to redeem at 
102% and accrued interest the $7,922,- 
000 of outstanding first mortgage 444 
per cent sinking fund bonds. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Detroit, Micu.—Detroit Edison Co. has 
plans under way for new power substa- 
tion on Hartwell Avenue. Work is sched- 
uled to be placed under way at early date. 


BirMINGHAM, ALA.—Tennessee Coal, Iron 
& Railroad Co., Birmingham, plans exten- 
sions and improvements in steam and 
steam-electric generating plants at differ- 
ent mills and mining properties in 
connection with a general development and 
improvement program to be carried out 
over period of about 18 months. Work will 
include installation of new turbine-gen- 
erator units and accessories, boilers, pumps 
and other station equipment, transformers 
and auxiliary apparatus, switchgear, etc. 
Large increase in present capacity will 
be developed. Company also will install 
heavy-duty motors and controls, motor- 
generator sets, duct lines, regulators, con- 
veyors and other equipment for mill and 
mine service, including plant at Fairfield, 
Ala., where new additions will be erected 
for expansion in sheet division, wire works 
and other departments. Entire project is 
reported to cost over $20,000,000 in period 
noted. Robert Gregg is president. Company 
is a subsidiary of — States Steel 
Corp., New York, 


PORTLAND, Ouk~tibiinions Bonne- 
ville Project, Department of Interior, 
Guardian Building, Portland, receives bids 
until December 2, for quantity of bus fit- 
tings for substations of Bonneville trans- 
mission system (Circular 1542). 


CoguiL_e, Ore.—Mountain States Power 
Co., Albany, Ore., plans extensions in 
transmission lines in vicinity of Coquille, 
including crossing over Coquille River, to 
provide clearance of not less than 68 feet 
between maximum wire sag and mean low 
water. Application has been made for 
permission. Proposed to carry out work 
soon. 


West Hartrorp, Conn.—Pratt & Whit- 
ney Division, Niles-Bement-Pond Co., West 
Hartford, plans installation of motors, and 
controls, switchgear, duct lines, industrial 
lighting equipment, conveyors, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new one- 
story addition to tool-manufacturing plant, 
to be used for production for federal con- 
tracts. Cost estimated about $750,000. 
Work will be carried out sgon. Albert 
Kahn Associated Architects & Engineers, 
Inc.. New Center Building, Detroit, Mich., 
is architect and engineer. 


Denver, Coto.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives: bids until December 2 
for two motor-driven pumping units, each 
with capacity of 20.5 cubic feet per second 
under a head of 109 feet, for Terry pump- 
ing station, Buffalo Rapids project, Mont. 
Equipment will be installed by Govern- 
ment (Specifications 1454-D) 


Cuinton, Iowa—Interstate Power Co., 
Dubuque, Iowa, is considering plans for 
extensions and improvements in steam- 
electric generating station at Clinton, 
including installation of additional equip- 
ment. Cost estimated about $100,000. Pro- 
posed to carry out work early next year. 


Strromsspurc, Nes.—Polk County Rural 
Public Power District, Stromsburg, has 
plans maturing for extensions in primary 
and secondary lines in parts of Polk, But- 
ler, York and Mervick Counties, totaling 
about 45 miles, with service transformers 
and other, operating facilities. H. H. Hen- 
ningson, Service Life Building, Omaha, 
Neb., is consulting engineer. 


1940 


Macon, Ga.—Reynolds Metals Co., Fed- 
eral Reserve Bank Building, Richmond, 
Va., plans installation of motors and con- 
trols, switchgear, exterior night-lighting 
facilities, interior industrial lighting equip- 
ment, duct lines, conveyors and other 
equipment in new plant near Macon for 
production of shell fuzes and allied equip- 
ment for federal government. A power 
house will be built, as well as power sub- 
station, pumping plant and other operating 
structures. Large tract of land has been 
acquired. Proposed to begin work soon. 
Cost estimated over $1,000,000. 


Genoa, Wis.—Tri-State Power Co-opera- 
tive, Inc., La Crosse, Wis., has plans under 
way for expansion in steam-electric gen- 
erating plant at Genoa, recently con- 
structed, to include installation of two 
4,000-kw. turbine-generator units and acces- 
sories, transformers, switchgear and auxil- 
iary equipment. Also will build new trans- 
mission line from Genoa power plant and 
power substation of Wisconsin Power 
Co-operative, Inc., at Trempealeau, Wis., 
where power will be furnished; and will 
make other line extensions and improve- 
ments. Fund of $1,100,000 has been se- 
cured through federal aid for entire 
project. Work will be carried out at early 
date. 


CuiprewAa Fats, Wis.—Wisconsin Power 
Co-Operative, Inc., Chippewa Falls, will 
enlarge power station, with installation of 
new turbine-generator units and complete 
auxiliary equipment. Line extensions will 
be made for expansion in rural electric 
system, where increased power supply will 
be used. Outdoor power substations and 
other facilities will be installed. Fund of 
$350,000 has been secured through federal 
aid for project. Edward B. Wayts is super- 
intendent, in charge. 


Piymoutu, Micu.—Kelsey-Hayes Wheel 
Co., 3600 Military Avenue, Detroit, Mich., 
manufacturer of steel automobile wheels, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
duct lines, switchgear, industrial lighting 
equipment, conveyors, electric hoists and 
other equipment in new branch plant at 
Plymouth. A power house will be built. 
Cost reported over $500,000. 


Seyler Manufacturing 
Markets Under Own Name 


Seyler Manufacturing Co., pole line 
hardware and construction specialties, 
has effected changes in its marketing 
and selling policy. Up until last July 
the company had marketed its material 
under the name of others and carrying 
their trademarks, a custom in force for 
the past twenty years, according to C. J. 
Seyler, president. 

The new policy now in force is to 
market and sell the company material 
under its own name and trademark to 
the jobbing and consuming trade. “Our 
policy is that of distributing through 
the regular wholesaling channel, where 
desirable distributors can be obtained,” 
Mr. Seyler said, “and if not, to sell 
direct. N.C. Husted is assistant to Mr. 
Seyler in charge of sales. 
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Centralized Control 


New sectional, motor-control cubicles 
have recently been introduced by this com- 
pany, which permit essential controls for 
industrial machines such as safety switches 
and motor starters to be organized into 


Unitrol’'—individual sections available in 32 
sizes (eight widths, four heights—for mount- 
ing any combination of contro! units. Units 
assembled either with all wiring, buses, sup- 
ports, terminals and interconnections or with 
provision for wiring on the job. Blank panels 
for unused compartments. Cutler-Hammer, 
Inc., Milwaukee, Wis. 


conveniently located flexible groups accord- 
ing to production requirements instead of 
being mounted “pillar and post” fashion on 
individual machines. The control centers 
consist of standard motor control units 
mounted in locker-like cubicles or control 
sections which are made in 32 sizes for 
grouping much in the manner of the sec- 
tional filing cabinets. Feature of the sec- 
tional centers is the flexibility that they 
provide in making changes due to plant 
expansion or rearrangement of production 
layouts. Changes may be made merely by 
adding or removing cubicles or sections or 
by replacing unit controllers in any of the 
sections. 


Photo-Electric Gage 


Width gage for measuring steel strip. Gen- 
eral Electric Co., Schenectady, N. Y. 
Newest addition to this company’s photo- 

electric controls is a photo-electric gage 

which gives a continuous and accurate in- 
dication of variations in the width of mov- 
ing steel strip—or other materials—without 
making contact with the metal. Both edges 
of strip are followed simultaneously by 
narrow light beams and true indication of 
width is given regardless of sidewise move- 
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ment of strip. Movements of light beams 
are photo-electrically transmitted to in- 
dicating instruments. 


Trans-ceiver 


Type “HR” portable communicator. West- 
aaneme Elec, & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, 
a. 


Suggested for communication between 
scattered field groups, a new portable ultra- 
high-frequency transmitter-receiver has 75 
calibrated frequency channels from 28 to 
65 megacycles. Compact and weighing only 
30 lb. with batteries, antenna, microphone, 
headphones and key, this communicator 
combines phone or continuous wave opera- 
tion. Crystal frequency standard permits 
calibration for adjustment of both trans- 
mitter and receiver to the desired frequency. 


Centrifugal Pump 


All-in-one centrifugal pump is designed 
as a complete pump and motor unit on one 
shaft and one housing. Instead of using 
standard motors with special end housings 
and shaft extensions, this unit has a special 
motor with a one-piece motor yoke and 
pump bracket. Feet are integral with the 


trifugal’’ pump; now available in | to 
. at 3,500 r.p.m. and % to 7'/2 hp. at 
1.750 r.p.m. for heads up to 160 ft. Allis- 
Chalmers Mfg. Co., Milwaukee, Wis. 


housing and bracket and extend under the 
entire unit. Totally inclosed, fan-cooled and 
explosion-proof motors are available. 


Who Makes What? 


ectrica Buyers Reference,’ published 
annually. Electrical World, 330 West 42d St., 
w aT 


Yor 
ork 


Names, addresses and products of elec- 
trical manufacturers are catalogued in this 
convenient, annual publication for public 
utility, industrial, engineering and other 
major electrical buying interests. 
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Interval Timer 


Dust-and-moisture-proof timer is offered 
for control of industrial equipment which 
can be automatically timed, including 
mixers, heat-treating furnaces and the like, 


Model "D” interval timers; in 12 scales, 
ranging from one revolution in 15 seconds 
to one revolution in 24 hours. The R. W. 
Cramer Co., Inc., Centerbrook, Conn, 


Synchronous motor-driven interval timer is 
inclosed in dust-tight and _ splash-proof 
aluminum housing arranged for conduit 
connection and provided with a full-vision 
window and external setting knob. 


New Fluorescents 


Ivanhoe ‘'Masterlite’ for general and local- 
ized lighting; for two or three 40-watt lamps; 
‘50 Foot-Candler,” in single or double length 
wiring channels for two or three 40-watt 
lamps. The Miller Co., Meriden, Conn. 


New fluorescent lighting developments of 
this company include a unit for general 
and localized industrial illumination and a 
50-ft.-candle unit to permit continuous 
fluorescent lighting for general illumination. 
Both use porcelain-enameled reflectors. 


Water Heater Unit 


Improvements incorporated in this im- 
mersion water heater unit are: (1) Heating 
coils are silver-soldered into the unit head, 
to provide a watertight seal, said to be un- 
affected by slight temperature variations in 
operation; (2) a better bond between the 
Bakelite seal and the magnesium oxide, and 
greater electrical strength at this point, 
are provided by the new “Safe-T-Seal”; 
(3) new unit design provides a longer 
sheath of smaller diameter, making for 
lower sheath temperatures per square Inc 
Length and reduced diameter increase speed 
with which heated water particles move 
away from the unit, tending to reduce 
scaling. 
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